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Venice Airport Noise Abatement and Mitigation

The federal government limits the authority airport operators have to implement measures intended to reduce airport noise.  The Federal Aviation Act of 1958 granted the Federal Aviation Administration sole responsibility for the nation's system of air navigation and air traffic control.  The FAA remains the only agency that can control aircraft flight operations and the organization with primary responsibility for managing the National Airspace System (NAS). The FAA is required to ensure the safe and efficient use of the NAS. All airports within the United States, including the Venice Municipal Airport (VNC) are a part of the NAS. Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) provide the operational requirements for airport operators. These regulations include specific guidelines describing what an airport operator may and may not do regarding airport noise. Any restriction to access or use of a public-use airport must be approved by the FAA.  The FAA has approved the use of noise abatement procedures at some airports around the United States though mandatory noise abatement procedures have not been approved for Venice Airport.  Voluntary and recommended procedures for noise reduction and mitigation are permissible.  The Airport has voluntary procedures that have been in use for a number or years.  Noise abatement procedures include a set of instructions for pilots either arriving or departing an airport.  Answers to some of the most common questions asked about noise management. 
	1. What is a noise abatement procedure?  A noise abatement procedure is a flight procedure used to minimize aircraft noise exposure over residential areas. A noise abatement procedure includes instructions pilots use for performing an approach and landing at an airport or during take-off and departure from an airport. Mandatory noise abatement procedures may not be implemented without FAA approval.
2.  What noise abatement procedures are in use at VNC? The Venice Airport has implemented voluntary and recommended noise abatement procedures.  The Airport also has additional steps in process to expand the noise abatement procedures as well as better inform airport users of recommended noise reduction practices. The most recent FAA sanctioned study of the noise profile of VNC found that unacceptable noise contours did not extend off the airport to warrant other than voluntary and recommended procedures.  

3. When are the noise abatement procedures used?  Noise abatement procedures should be considered by pilots in all flight operations.  However, the pilot in command is the final authority on decisions concerning the safe operation of the aircraft.  Venice is a non towered airport so runway selection and flight procedures are decisions for the aircraft pilot in command. 
4. Are noise abatement procedures optional?  Noise abatement procedures though highly recommended are optional for aircraft using the Venice Airport.  An FAA sanctioned study (generally known as a Part 150 study) would be required to determine the need for noise abatement procedures that are other than voluntary and recommended.  The Venice Airport has voluntary noise abatement procedures. 
5. Are noise abatement procedures used at night?  Use of noise abatement procedures at the Venice Airport are voluntary both day and night.  However, due to the potential for spatial disorientation over the Gulf of Mexico at night many pilots choose to use runways that minimize this risk.   
7. What determines which direction aircraft will fly in and out of the airport?  Aircraft generally for flight safety reasons take-off and land into the prevailing winds.  However, the choice of arrival and departure runways is that of the aircraft pilot in command.  Runway 4 -22 is the recommended calm wind runway for VNC. 
8. Is there a minimum altitude airplanes can fly over residential areas?  Based on FAA regulations, airplanes must maintain a minimum altitude of 1,000 feet when operating over congested areas or densely populated areas. This requirement does not apply when aircraft are landing or taking-off.  (Source: Federal Aviation Regulations, Part 91.119)
9. Is there a minimum altitude helicopters can fly over residential areas?  Based on FAA regulations, helicopters are not subject to a minimum altitude restriction provided operation of the helicopter is conducted without hazard to persons or property on the ground.  (Source: Federal Aviation Regulations, Part 91.119)
10. Why doesn't the Airport require pilots to fly at higher altitudes or routes directing them over non-residential areas?  Airports do not dictate altitude or flight paths of aircraft. This authority is held only by the FAA and the pilot-in-command. Neither Airport or City officials have the authority to control air traffic. 

11. What is the Airport doing to decrease noise over residential areas?  The Airport has programs in place to decrease noise over residential areas and is implementing additional measures to enhance these voluntary programs. The airports proximity to residential areas makes exposure to aircraft noise inevitable. However, the Airport is working to minimize aircraft noise exposure as much as possible. 

12. Why doesn't the airport close at night?  The Airport Noise and Capacity Act passed in 1990, limits the restrictions public-use airports can impose on aircraft operations. Following this act, all use-restrictions, including curfews, must be approved by the FAA.  Since 1990, no airport within the United States has had a curfew approved by the FAA. The only airports with operational curfews are those that were in effect prior to 1990 when the regulations were changed. 
13.  Would an air traffic control tower help to reduce noise emitted by aircraft using the airport?  An air traffic control tower would provide positive control and regulate the flow of traffic into and out of the airport area out to a 5 mile radius. Consistent with weather and traffic conditions the control tower would also manage traffic in accordance with the Airport’s recommended noise abatement and mitigation procedures.  
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