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President’s Message

NOTAMS:

Dear Fellow Aviators,

! NEXT MEETING: 1/19/05, Florida Flight Maintenance

Call to arms! A group of people who claim to be civil-minded calling themselves the Venice Neighborhood Coalition, are
seeking to close the airport. They are obviously people with
short memories because the airport was there when they
bought the house. Now they are complaining about the noise
and that is the reason that they want to get ride of the airport.
In their ideal view they want it to be a park. (Editor’s Note: It
would be the State’s first $75 million park). Interesting. There
are several other people who want to get rid of the runways
and build high rises. Those people have a lot more money
than the “Coalition.”
Their current approach is to have the area declared a wildlife
conservation area for scrub jays. I’m all for conservation. In
fact, perhaps we could build a few nests in Golden Beach and
get rid of the cars there. Cars make a lot more noise than airplanes because there are many, many more of them, they travel much, much more than airplanes, and they go a lot closer
to my house.
These people obviously have a lot of energy. They should
spend it doing something useful, like protecting turtle hatching areas on the beach near their homes. If you can think of
any way to express to these people that you are unhappy with
what they are attempting and how they are attempting it,
then I encourage you to express yourself. Express yourself
prominently and often about this issue so that we can SAVE
VENICE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT.
Our next meeting is about avionics. Vince Veltri, of Sarasota
Avionics will explain WAAS and what else. Please come to the
meeting and bring a friend and encourage your friend to join
VASI so we can have a strong voice.
Thank you.
Joseph Rand, MD
President, VASI

!
!
!

!

Hangar, Featured Guest:
Vince Veltri, Sarasota Avionics.
BBQ Ramp Party TBA, Hamburgers & Hot Dogs during
B-24 visit
Attend the Punta Gorda Aviation Expo Days, January
22. Details on Page 3
Check mailing label for currency of your membership. If
it does not say '05, then you need to renew. Fill out the
enclosed app...
VASI shirts are available...$30 for a polo, or $15 for a
pocket t-shirt. Order yours from a VASI board member
today, or contact Brett Stephens 321.6876.

What YOU can do to SAVE The Airport:
1. Call the Venice Gondolier’s “Let ‘Em Have It” line at
941.207.1111. Your recorded comments will get published. We’re now beginning to see pro-airport press.
2. Visit our website at www.veniceaviationsociety.com,
go to the “News” link and look at the “Envision Venice”
article. There is a questionnaire the City is circulating for
citizen input. Answer any or all the questions, with positive spin on airport, where applicable. Email your reply
or comments to: Kebaugh@ci.venice.fl.us.
3. Attend Venice Neighborhood Coalition meetings, and
gather information. Ask pointed questions about what
they’re trying to accomplish. Find out how they’re going
to accomplish it. Report your findings to a VASI board
member, or raise your concerns at the next meeting.
4. Make suggestions to VASI on how and where we can
apply more energy to this cause.
5. Volunteer! Talk to a board member about it.

MISSION CONTROL: THE VASI ‘AIM’
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

To Promote, support and encourage the continued use of the Venice Municipal Airport as a general aviation facility.
To educate concerned citizens as to the airport's importance to the public welfare.
To provide a forum whereby those concerned with utilization of the facility may voice their concerns.
To advise the appropriate authorities regarding safety, security, utilization and other concerns at the airport.
To provide a forum for the flying public regarding aviation matters.
To support the city, county, state and federal authorities in carrying out their duties regarding aviation and the
utilization of the Venice Municipal Airport in disaster, welfare and other public service.

Florida Flight Maintenance
Award-Winning Maintenance,
Guaranteed Prices, Happy Customers
(941) 485-1149

VA S I E N C O U RA G E S
"ENVISION VENICE"
WORKSHOP
PA R T I C I PAT I O N &
YO U R I N P U T
ENVISION VENICE COMMUNITY--Oriented Visioning Process
The City of Venice Planning Department is asking the community to "Envision Venice" and conceive what is possible for the
future. "Envision Venice" is a community-oriented planning
process through which residents, business owners and managers and other property owners are asked to envision what
Venice will be in the future. The Airport will and has figured
prominently in the process. The first sessions were held in
December. Additional sessions are planned each month
through April with the grand finale in May. VASI members
and supporters of the Venice Airport must participate in this
effort. To answer questions, offer comments or to learn more
about this project please contact the project manger
Comprehensive
Planner
Kathie
Erbaugh
at
:
kebaugh@ci.venice.fl;.us or 486-2626, ext 2040. The City of
Venice web site (www.venicegov.com) has a section devoted
to the Comprehensive Plan update which you may visit for
information and updates. We will post the schedule of
"Envision" meetings on the VASI website. [note: several members reported some problems contacting Kathie Erbaugh at
the indicated email address and others say it works OK -- give
it a go.]
Be advised that the anti-airport faction has jumped into this
program with both feet with the stated goal to close the
Venice Airport. A complete schedule is posted at
www.veniceaviationsociety.com/news.

VASI ANGLE CREW MEMBERS:
! Buck Settles, Publisher
! Brett Stephens, Editor
! Ace Contributors:
R.S. “Bart” Bartanowicz
Nick Carlucci
Paul Hollowell
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Official
Business
From: Pam Johnson
Public Information Officer
City of Venice
pjohnso@ci.venice.fl.us
401 W. Venice Ave.
Venice, Fl 34285
DATE: Dec. 30, 2004
SUBJECT: Venice Airport Workshop Scheduled
Venice City Council holds a workshop on
Wednesday, Jan. 12, at 1 p.m. in Council
Chambers at Venice City Hall, 401 W. Venice
Ave. to discuss airport finances and development.
Venice Municipal Airport Manager Robert
Hernandez will give an overview of the airport enterprise fund and present options for
future management of the facility. The goal
of the workshop is to move closer to setting
a clear policy framework for future operations and management decisions.
There will be opportunity for audience participation, limited to 5 minutes per speaker. For background material, see www.venicegov.com, public meetings calendar, and click
on workshop link on Jan. 12 of the calendar.

STRONG MESSAGE TO FOLLOW:
THIS COULD BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER.
PLEASE NOTE THAT A FEW MEMBERS MAY BE
DELETED FROM THE NEWSLETTER MAILING
LIST FOR NON-R
RENEWAL. DO NOT LET THIS
HAPPEN TO YOU. NOW IS THE TIME TO
RENEW. IF YOUR MAILING LABEL DOES NOT
SAY '05 THEN YOU NEED TO RENEW. KEEP
VASI STRONG WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

Include us in your flight plan
for breakfast & lunch at the
Venice Airport
Jarda & Kirsten Hornacek
400 E. Airport Ave.
Venice, FL 34285
Open 7a-2p
closed Mon.
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Editor’s Note:
The preceeding article originally appeared in the
December/January issue (Florida Edition) of the
AUTOPilot magazine and is reprinted with the permission of the AUTOPilot and the author, Major Lawrence
Spinetta, USAF. Major Spinetta is currently serving as
an Air Force Fellow with the Council on Foreign
Relations. For an annual subscription to the AUTOPilot,
you may call them toll-free at 800-814-2505, or via email
at subscribe@autopilotmagazine.com. So much of
Florida airspace resembles the Panhandle when it
comes to fast movers that we thought this article would
be useful to our members.

NEW!!

Only

$30

RHODUS REMODELING
& ALUMINUM, INC.
(941) 484-1153
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SideBar

#

Application for
Membership
Yearly Dues only $20.00 Please remember to include your
check with this application

Name:
____________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Name as you want on your badge ______________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________
E-mail address: ______________________________________
Phone : ________________________
Pilot? _______ Yes ________ No
Aircraft, if own, what type? ___________________________

Affirmation:
This application is made with the full understanding that the
applicant accepts total liability and responsibility for his or
her actions during VASI functions, and agrees to hold VASI
harmless from any liability arising there from.

Signature: __________________________________________
Date: ________________________
Send your application with your check for $20.00 payable to
VASI today!
VASI, c/o P. Hollowell - 417 Mahon Drive, Venice, Fl 34285
Already a member? Pass this on to a friend!

Airport Manager Resigns

In December, Venice Municipal Airport Manager Robert
Hernandez announced his resignation, effective
February 2005. Although he did not elaborate, he indicated it was voluntary, citing personal reasons. In a telephone interview with the Venice Gondolier, VASI
President, Joe Rand commented on productive, positive
change Hernandez brought to VNC.

For Sale:
!Four

place Telex intercom for sale. $50 John Yurosko, 484-4209
Prop (no hub). I’ll pay you. Brett Stephens 321.6876
!FLYTIE Tidown Kit. New in the PVC container lightweight self
contained kit of ropes, rings and stakes ideal for securing your aircraft when fixed place tiedowns are unavailable. Easy to put in
place and easy to remove when ready to depart. $59 (originally
over $100). Call 484-0718
!Use Jeppesen? Free to a good home 5-7 Jeppesen binders. Call
484-0718
!DG & Turn Coordinator (28 volt), excellent condition. Removed
to install different system. No yellow tag. Free to a good home.
484-0718
!Musketeer

Calendar Stuff
22 JAN Punta Gorda Aviation Expo Days. (PGD) Guest
Speaker: Capt. Al Haynes (UAL 232). 3pm. Limited seating--$
$5 donation. For tickets, call 941.627.9352 or email
SOX714@aol.com. See page 3 for details
28,29,30 Jan B-1
17& B-2
24 Collins foundation visits VNC
VASI MEETINGS
Jan -- FFM hangar; “Avionics” with Vince Veltri
Feb -- “Water Survival” with Winslow Liferafts
Mar --Wings with Dave Whitman, “Airspace & TFRs”
Apr -- “National Wx Service”
May -- “The Mayor Speaks”
Any complaints, ideas, suggestions please
e-mail Nick at "joecessna72@cs.com".

5 x 5:
V.A.S.I Executive Board
President
Joseph Rand, MD
Vice President
Nick Carlucci
Secretary
Buck Settles
Treasurer
Paul Hollowell
Directors
Nick Piscitelli, Brett Stephens
VASI Airport Advisory Board Designee
Bart Bartanowicz
The VASI Angle
P.O. Box 1153Venice, FL 34284
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The Piper Cub is the safest airplane in the world. It can
just barely kill you.
Max Stanley, Northrop test pilot

Advance Air Charter
A new company, with familiar faces. Going somewhere fast? Call for 24/7 air charter service.
“You buy, we fly.”

941.484.3771

The Mother & Daughter Home Team
Lorette Richard, Realtor, GRI &
Kim Stephens, Broker/Associate, GRI
Brett Stephens, Realtor
Serving The Venice Area since 1997
Find us at www.HomesOfVenice.com
Seizing on last month’s report on the Tiki Bar, MTH, I
decided to go for it. Bad news: The Tiki Bar was closed for
renovations. But not to worry, Cabot’s was just down the
road a bit and provided one of the best views and grilled
yellowfin tuna sandwiches ever assembled. My daughter
had the burger and can vouch, as well. Ask the desk at
Marathon Jet Center which way. I can’t remember. !!!!

Nick’s Notes
Happy and Healthy New Year everyone…As I write this, it's
Jan. 3.2005 and that means I've already broken a resolution.
Getting "Nick's Notes, Safety, Security and Suggestions" as
well as other newsletter items in on time was that resolution.
Ugh,da there are good reasons my "stuff 'is late (I write in
hopes for forgiveness).To get my material in on the first of
the month would have contradicted another resolution: to
live at least one day a month without turning on the computer. New Year's Day - 1 Jan. was that day.
Hey it felt so good I went two days without reading the
aviation related news stuff on the web so there you are. Well
wait till next year and maybe I can get past January before I
break a resolution. My second resolution (actually my number-one) was to make no resolutions. That way, I will not feel
so bad about not living up to them. Instead, I set goals with
mileposts and checkpoints that I can tick off as they get
accomplished. Resolutions can be hazy while goals are solid,
more tangible and therefore harder to ignore and can be
quantifiable.
Long time readers may recall that last year my three resolutions were: Defend VNC & point out its value to the public,
take my neighbors for a flight, and be a good neighbor at
VNC- recruit a new member for VASI. Well, I did do all three
but so much needs to be done to counter the nay sayers and
complainers about the airport that those resolutions are now
a part of my life and are always ongoing. One goal of mine
is to fly more. "What?" you may ask. He just got checked out
in a 182. That is true but it sure is a sad commentary when
something you love is anything but spontaneous.
My flying is forced to fit into a strict schedule because it
fits into the narrow cracks between work which generates
the household income and the necessary "must dos" of any
family man. Work comes first, which is a disgusting concept,
I know, but one of the realities of life. Then, life gets in the
way as well. I know I am not alone in this situation because
the problem isn't flying -- it's time. Time has become the
great constrictor that runs all of our lives. So what are your
goals for 2005? Mine include flying more and flying to
Airventure.
Maybe one goal should be to one day a week not wear a
watch and not look at the calendar. Oh! That may be too
much -- no need to go off the deep end and risk a cerebral

“We’re all over Venice.”
Kim: 321.6876 Lorette: 650.8525 Brett 321-6876
RE/MAX Properties, 1314B E. Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34285
Each office independently owned and operated.

hemorrhage. Have a great and safe year. I look forward to
seeing you at out meeting in January,
Nick.

Safety, Security & Suggestions
The "season" is on us at VNC and the volume of jet traffic is
also up as are the complaints from the neighbors. Runway 22
is the preferred runway for jet departures but it also works for
everyone else. Be particularly sensitive to off hours such as
late in the evening until 8 or 9 in the morning.
While it is difficult for individual pilots to become "traffic
policeman," when possible and appropriate do not hesitate to
remind pilots that Runway 22 is the preferred departure runway.
Unfortunately many transient jet pilots seem to have a callous
attitude and regardless of the winds choose Runway 31 at the
worst times of the day (and nite). Get a tail number and pass
it on to the Airport Manager.

Late Breaking News:
Airport Advisory Board. January 11, 2005 13:30 at the
regularly scheduled Venice City Council Meeting the
Ordinance re-constituting the Venice Municipal Airport
Advisory Board will be acted on by Council.
EMAIL Addresses: We want to advise you of items of interest to VASI members. HOWEVER, some of our members have
changed their email address or have a new address and we do
not have it.
Please send your email address to
PMH320@aol.com. Please put "VASI" in the subject: line,
Thanks, Paul.
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Sponsor

Power Washing by
Phil the MoverDirty hangar? Call Phil the MOVER your
neighbor at Hangar 71.

954-3838

P. O. B O X 1 1 5 3
VENICE, FL
34284
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