VNC NOTAM                     May 10, 2007
The future of VNC is being decided NOW!!

Please distribute and share this NOTAM with others who may not be members of VASI. 

The Master Plan update has gotten tangled up in the controversy generated by potential development of VNC property. This “perfect storm” for airport critics has them encouraging others to do the protesting while they try, in the long term, to get VNC closed or cripple its operation.

Attend the May 17, 2007, 5 p.m. joint City Council/Airport Advisory Board workshop on the Airport Master Plan Update & Future VNC Land Development. Bring friends. The Venice Community Center, not City Hall is the workshop location. There are legitimate citizen concerns on what is appropriate use of VNC property but at the end of the day that property must support VNC. 

Stay informed, check the Venice City web site and local papers for quick breaking news. 

On April 25th five developers made presentations to the City Council regarding proposals for improvements on VNC property. VASI has taken no position on any of the proposals.  What VASI has said in the “VASI Angle” is that it is important that the airport have a dependable source of continuing revenue. The airport is marginally in the black but faces substantial costs in the future if needed safety and infrastructure improvements are to continue. The need to build the airport reserve fund for matching grants is not understood by the general public. This lack of specific information allows critics a free hand to generate controversy, confuse groups and disrupt the Master Plan updating process.  

In the past, most of the land owned by the airport has been spirited away with little long term benefit to the airport. Any development should be appropriate to location, complementary and supportive of airport operations (this is vital). Not much has been said yet as to how the proposed plans will benefit the airport, though one developer did mention it in passing.  

At the May 8th City Council meeting the Council approved the City Manager’s new plan with respect to airport development (see attached). This new approach is the result of the organized negative response to the April 25th development proposals. As an interesting aside, while the local newspaper was quick to make mention of the fact that some airport tenants are not Venice City residents, it failed to mention the same is also true of many who spoke at the April 25th meeting. Apart from the golfers a number of the more exuberant speakers were part time Venice area residents. A few even said so.  

There are a couple of agendas in play here. First is a legitimate concern for a popular affordable golf course which unfortunately has been allowed to encroach on airport runway safety zones. As most of you know until very recently, the golf course lease/ rent was the reason VNC was unable to obtain millions in AIP grants when grants were readily available.

The second is those seeking to close the airport have seized on the anxiety about the golf course and turned it to their advantage. One of the airports most vocal critics, a Venice resident of about 3 years, told her group that if they could energize the golfers they (the golfers) would do all their work for them. Rumors over the size of the area that must be reclaimed from the golf course to meet these mandated FAA safety requirements have created a false impression as to the actual amount of land that will be required. This uncertainty has in turn created very vocal opposition to both Master Plan updates and VNC property development. Therefore expect golfers, who like and support the airport, to be used by others to fight the Master Plan update. They will also oppose necessary safety corrections needed for the departure end of 22. Regardless of what else happens those safety requirements must be met to have VNC in the running for AIP$ (visualize the recent landing accident that terminated in the runway protected zone terminating  at the approach end of runway 04).

Not taking anything away from the golfers who have their concerns - your voice is just as legitimate and needs to be heard. 

At the April 25th meeting the orchestrated effort by the anti-airport group went on for a couple of hours. This has been followed by an email effort. The people leading the charge have absolutely no regard for ground safety requirements as mandated by the FAA or safety of flight operations. The anti-everything group enjoys very favorable un-questioning press support (with a recent minor exception in the local Venice Newspaper). The absence of support for the airport has been noted.

Expect the very vocal anti- voices to continue to bombard the Council at the May 17th meeting.  VNC supporters need to speak in behalf of the airport. Ask the Council Members not to let the needs of the airport get lost in all the smoke and fury. The question is not whether you favor any particular use of the airport lands or not. You do not have to be a proponent of development, particularly since so little is even known at this point on what is likely to result, or how it will help the airport.  You do need to be a proponent of the airport. Be prepared to speak and ask the City to continue its planned program of improvements for VNC. You must get involved. 

What is at stake? It is important to keep the long term in focus. Be aware of what those who seek to close the airport or restrict its legitimate use are planning. Get involved.  Do not allow the initiative to pass to people who want you gone. City leaders need to hear from you now.  Letters are good and are a great help but more than that is needed. The anti crowd sells newspapers.  Attend the city’s meetings. This is vital.  Speak.  Be polite, unlike others, but speak for the airport.
VASI members and other airport supporters have worked hard to get many improvements that we are starting to see. They have also worked to stop efforts that harm your interests. VASI initiated the “Friendly Flight” procedures in a sincere effort to be a good neighbor. Your support of the FF program has created a major reduction of the airport’s noise signature. The overwhelming majority of Venice pilots do care about being good neighbors. However, that has not come close to satisfying those against the airport. Their goal is nothing short of closing the airport and/or severely restricting its operational use. 

An important part of what VASI does is keeping you informed on matters impacting on VNC. Numbers do count. Bring a wingman. No mic fright. You need to be heard Lima Charlie.

As always I welcome your feedback. Cell phone   941-716-5704, joecessna72@verizon.net .

Fly Safe

Nick Carlucci, President
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