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No other publically owned lands by the City of Venice are included within the boundary 
of the Southern Gateway so it is clear that these provisions are intended to specifically 
limit the use of airport property. In response to petitions by other community members 
during the transmittal hearing process, similar provisions within other infill and 
redevelopment areas proposed by the city were modified to eliminate or modify these 
restrictions. 

The portions of the Venice Airport property included in the Southern Gateway along US 
Business 41 and Airport Boulevard are under lease by the airport to other tenants and in 
use for both aeronautical and non-aeronautical uses. Consequently upon the approval of 
the Comprehensive Plan the city has de facto taken and separated this valuable airport 
property from the airport for non-aeronautical, non-revenue producing purposes without 
the approval or knowledge of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). This is a clear 
violation of the city's airport deed restrictions and grant obligations to the federal 
government. The city is currently seeking to resolve past issues of this nature with the 
FAA (see attached). Consequently this action is all the more grievous and is an illegal 
property and revenue diversion. 

Prohibiting all uses except for open space or recreational use renders these properties 
inconsistent with state policies intended to encourage economic development through use 
of regional transportation assets, limits the airport's future ability to serve as a staging 
area for emergency operations and creates internal inconsistencies with other provisions 
of the proposed comprehensive plan that are prohibited by Rule 9J-5, Florida 
Administrative Code. In addition, the city provided no surveys, studies, data or analysis 
to support this proposed change in future land use as required by Chapter 163, F.S. and 
Rule 9J-5, F.A.C. The proposed change is inconsistent with the provisions ofHB 697 
that require all plan amendments transmitted after July 2008 to encourage energy 
efficiency and discourage urban sprawl. The proposed prohibitions of all economic uses 
of airport property within the Southern Gateway do not represent an efficient land use 
pattern. Principal point of contact for this submission is Paul Hollowell, 941-484-0718. 
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Sincerely, 

A.C. Schmieler, President Nicholas Carlucci, President 
Venice Airport Business Assoc. Inc. Venice Aviation Society, Inc. 
400 Airport Avenue 1335 Horizon Road 
Venice, FL 34285 Venice, FL 34293 

Attachments: 
Comprehensive Plan Comments and Recommendations 
FAA Report ofAudit Results 

cc: FAA, FDOT, AOPA, Brenda Willingham - DCA 
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